
DearChristine,
Attached is a memo to the BOS (sponsored by Janet K. Adachi)
And a copy of a power point presentation I would make at the BOS meeting wheneveryou could schedule it.
Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Bettina Abe
NaturalResourcesAssistant(Part_Time)

~ IO\~ii of \cton N-itural RcsourccsI)epartment
472 M un

-~ Acton, MA 01720
~mail:babc@acton-n-iauov

\Vcbsitc: \\V.acton-rna.uov

Christine

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

7;2~
Bettina Abe
Tuesday, May 08, 2012 10:54 AM
Christine Joyce
Mary’s Brook Proposal for BOS
Mary’s Brook.ppt; Mary’s Brook Memo to BOS.docx
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Date: May8,2011
To: TheActon Boardof Selectmen - -

From: BettinaAbe,Acton NaturalResourcesAsst.andBoardMember,Friendsof theActon
Arboretum,Inc., CitizenandFriend.

Re: Mary’s Brook

A groupcomprisedofActon TownStaffmembers,citizens,family membersandtheFriendsoftheActon
Arboretum,Inc. would like to nameanddedicatealocal streamin memoryofMary S. Michelman.We
seektheapprovaloftheBoardof Selectmento makethenamelegalandpermanentin all Townrecords,
andto install threesignsidentifyingthenewly namedstream.

Marywasarespectedandbelovedmemberof ourcommunitywho wasbestknownfor herunflagging
dedicationto assuringa clean,publicwatersupply.Among hermanyaccomplishmentsMarycreatedthe
Acton StreamTeamto raiseawarenessofandrespectfor theTown’s publicwaterways.

AlthoughActon hasmanynamedbrooksandstreams,wehaveidentified onethat remainsunnamedas
far aswehavebeenableto discernafterconsultingActon HistoricalSocietymembers,Townrecordsand
maps.

We thereforeproposeto namethis little brookthat gurglesalong,underalovely woodedbridge,
througha fern collectionin theActon Arboretum,

“Mary’s Brook.”

We would like to postthreesignsin Acton designatingthis stream.Onewould bea small, discreet,
natural-lookingsign probablymountedon thewoodenboardwalkthat spansthebrookin the
Arboretum.Two othersigns,to bemetalandsimilar in designto theActon StreamTeamsignsplacedat
streamsthroughouttheTownwould be locatedon eithersideoftheroadwherethestreamflows under
Minot Avenue.Thesignswould bevisible to passingtraffic andtheirplacementwould accordwith
EngineeringandHighwayDepartmentrequirements.

We would obtainthenecessarypermissionfrom theConservationCommission.TheHighway
Departmentor theNaturalResourcesDepartmentwould install thesigns.All official mapsfor theTown
ofActon would beupdatedto reflectthenewstreamname,includingmapsin theGIS system,and
EngineeringandHighwayDepartments.

We hopethat theSelectmenwill supportourproposalto honorMary, andrespectfullyrequestthe
Board’sapproval.

Foryourinformation,the U.S. Boardon GeographicNamesis responsibleby law for approvingnew
namesto beappliedto Federalmapsandproducts.Qualifyinghonoreesmusthavebeendeceasedatleast
five years;sotheU.S. Boardon GeographicNamescannotconsiderourproposaluntil afterDecember
2015.However,a localauthoritymayshowthenameona local mapor signs.It would in factmakefor a
strongercasewhentheU.S. Boardconsidersit, if local usageofthenamebecomesestablished.

Thankyou.



“Mary’s Brook”
A Proposal for Dedication

and (Locally) Official Naming
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“Mary’s Brook” begins near Main
Street, flows through the
Arboretum, joins Conant Brook
and flows under Route 2.
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“Mary’s Brook” flows under
Acton Arboretum
Fern Boardwalk.



“Mary’s Brook”
bronze plaque

would be affixed to the wooden
handrail of the boardwalk in the
Arboretum under which flows

“Mary’s Brook.”



Street sign would look
similar in d

to this
ColesBrook c~~TavlorRd.
StreamAwareness

esign
one.
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One street sign will be
installed next to “Mary’s

Brook” on Minot Ave.
visible when heading west

towards Taylor Road...



The other sign would be
insta I-led next to “Mary’s

Brook” on Minot Ave. visible
when heading east towards

Concord Road.
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Necessary permission
would be obtained from
the Acton Conservation

Commission for sign
installation in wetland

resource area.
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Local maps would be updated
to reflect the name

and locations
of Mary’s Brook
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After 5 years we will apply to the
U.S. Board on Geographic Names

so that “Mary’s Brook” may be
applied to Federal maps and.

products.

Established, local recognition
makes a stronger case!



Thank you very much
for considering

officially naming and dedicating
this stream,

“Mary’s Brook.”


